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LEITH AND RESTALRIG CHURCH (LARCH) 
MINISTER REV. ROB MACKENZIE 

 
We welcome articles and thank you letters from members and 
friends.  Articles are published in both the printed magazine and on-
line, unless otherwise arranged with the co-ordinators (eg, for the 
online version, where personal information is concerned, either 
names and other details are omitted or specific permission to use 
details has been received).  All contributors must provide their 
name, please, which is normally attached to the article.  We reserve 
the right to edit articles.  Changes other than spelling or grammar 
will, where possible, be discussed with the contributor. The views 
expressed are those of individual contributors and not necessarily 
those of Leith and Restalrig Church or the Church of Scotland 
 

The church office is the address for all correspondence. 
 
Office Hours (Angie Egan, administrator) are as following: 
Mondays from 8.30am to 4.30 pm at the Leith Walk office 
Wednesdays and Thursdays from 8.30am to 12.30pm at the 
Restalrig office.  The church offices are within the McLaren Halls 
and Leith Walk Building. 
Intimations for Church events should be sent to the Church 
Administrator at mail@larch.org.uk by lunchtime on Wednesday. 
 
 
Minister Rob MacKenzie: AMacKenzie@churchofscotland.org.uk 
Session Clerk: Stuart Lithgow session.clerk@larch.org.uk 
Treasurer: Mark Wexelstein treasurer@larch.org.uk 
LARCH: Restalrig Building,  
Restalrig Road South, Edinburgh, EH7 6LF 
McLaren Halls and Hanlon Centre, 48 Restalrig Rd. South, EH7 6LE 
LARCH: Leith Walk Building 1b Pilrig Street, Edinburgh EH6 5AH 
LARCH Easter Road Building 410-412 Easter Road EH6 8HT 

mailto:mail@larch.org.uk
mailto:session.clerk@larch.org.uk
mailto:treasurer@larch.org.uk
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WELCOME TO THE AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER 2026 MAGAZINE 
 
Thank you very much for all the articles and posters.  It is excellent to 
have so much information.  Any items for the next edition should be 
received by September 22nd and emailed to:   
Richard at thorburnr2000@yahoo.com or  
Catriona at catriona6849@gmail.com   
 
SUNDAY SERVICES - 11am in LARCH RESTALRIG BUILDING 
and on Facebook and YouTube, to watch live or later. 
 

IN THE MCLAREN HALLS, including Hanlon Centre 
 

Restalrig Road South, Edinburgh, EH7 6LE:   
Craft Group, Every Wednesday, 2pm-4pm Hanlon Centre 
Guild – resumes in the autumn 
The Book Group meets on the last Tuesday of the month.  
Thursday Club Meets monthly in the McLaren Halls, unless 
otherwise stated.  There will not be a meeting in August. 

 
IN LARCH, LEITH WALK BUILDING 

 
1B Pilrig Street. EH6 5AH   
Wheelchair users - ring the bell at Pilrig Street, middle door  
Oasis of Peace 
Wednesdays at 10.15 (Open Doorway) We are taking a break till 
September 
Open Doorway 10.30-12noon 
13th and 27th August  
EVERY THURSDAY FROM 3rd SEPTEMBER see page 13 

Open Doorway Evening last Wednesday of each month at 7pm  
See back cover for further details 
 
Our website has a News page with a list of everything happening 
in more detail.  Please use this link  https://larch.org.uk/news/  

mailto:thorburnr2000@yahoo.com
mailto:catriona6849@gmail.com
https://larch.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b7d7386ebb65cf55ce5556988&id=b713932b25&e=497588f7dd
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From our minister: 
 
Dear Friends 
 
It’s been a hot July, for the most part. A modest heatwave up here 
in Edinburgh. In the south of England, the temperature has been 
savage over a long period. Throughout Europe, the heat has been 
intense and at record levels. Three weeks ago, Copenhagen 
recorded its hottest temperature since records began in 1874 – the 
Danes were basking in a sauna-like 37 degrees centigrade (that’s 
98.6 degrees Fahrenheit). I say “basking” but Scandinavians are 
not used to such heat and most were finding it distinctly 
uncomfortable. 
 
Climate change deniers write all this off, and also refuse to 
acknowledge that measures need to be taken to combat the 
increase in global temperature. What do they care if rivers dry up 
and communities in African villages have lost their source of safe 
drinking water? Or if their crops are ruined by the heat? What do 
climate change deniers care if floods destroy houses, land and 
produce – as long as they are OK? 
 
Oxfam explain how climate change results in more intense rainfall 
and increases the chances of flooding. “Global warming means the 
air can hold more moisture (for every 1℃ of warming, the 
atmosphere can hold 7% more moisture). Climate change also 
makes connecting extreme weather events more likely. For 
example, stronger heat and dry conditions result in parched soils. 
Parched soils increase the risk of flash flooding when it rains. 
On top of how heavy and how much rainfall there is, other factors 
play a role. These include soil moisture, seasonal snow cover, 
infrastructure and land use. Not long ago, Pakistan bore witness to 
extreme floods. Over 30 million people were estimated to have 
been affected. And there were over £10 billion in damages. 

https://phys.org/news/2022-01-climate-humidity.html#:~:text=That%27s%20because%20as%20the%20world,it%20pours%2C%22%20Ramanathan%20said
https://phys.org/news/2022-01-climate-humidity.html#:~:text=That%27s%20because%20as%20the%20world,it%20pours%2C%22%20Ramanathan%20said
https://twitter.com/UniofReading/status/1557350976725581824?s=20&t=Jc67-MvuQO3Gohw3vKKozQ
https://www.business-standard.com/article/international/economic-loss-due-to-pakistan-floods-rises-from-10-bn-to-12-5-bn-122090500090_1.html
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Extraordinarily heavy monsoon rains and melting glaciers 
contributed strongly to this. The floods hit just months 
after Pakistan saw sweltering temperatures of over 50°C.” 
 
The climate change deniers and their powerful allies turn their 
eyes away. There is money to be made in the short term, and the 
effect on the world in a few decades is irrelevant to them, as is the 
plight of people already affected in the poorest parts of the world. 
They abuse the world for their own profit and if facts show that 
what they are doing is wrong, they called it ‘fake news’ and spread 
lies in its place. The war the USA is conducting against Iran is a 
case in point: 
 
“If you combine us [the USA] and Venezuela, we have about 62% of 
the world's oil market. So, we don't need straits, we don't need 
anything. We don't need the Hormuz Strait, but we do it because 
we have to do it.” – Donald Trump, 22nd July, 2026 
 
Actually, the USA produces about 22% of the world's oil 
(Venezuela less than 1%), so this figure of 62% is nonsense and 
completely fake (like most of Trump's figures - he just plucks any 
number that sounds good out of the air.). However, the Strait of 
Hormuz being closed will drive up the global price of oil and petrol, 
and therefore also the price of energy like gas and electricity (and 
anything that needs transported i.e. most things, including food) 
for consumers, which Trump either doesn't realise or doesn't care 
about. 
 
It’s no accident that oil and gas companies, arms traders, and 
global banks, have made huge profits in the last few months – 
while prices have risen for ordinary people all over the world. Oil 
giant BP more than doubled its profits in the first three months of 
this year! Donald Trump’s personal wealth is soaring – by more 
than $2.2 billion in the last 12 months... 

https://www.theweathernetwork.com/ca/news/article/northern-hemisphere-feeling-the-heat-as-pakistan-hits-staggering-51-c#:~:text=On%20the%20other%20side%20of,according%20to%20international%20meteorological%20experts
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I think of the words of the prophet Isaiah: 
 
“Those who guide this people mislead them, 
    and those who are guided are led astray... 
Surely wickedness burns like a fire; 
    it consumes briers and thorns, 
it sets the forest thickets ablaze, 
    so that it rolls upward in a column of smoke.                                     
(Isaiah 9: 16, 18) 
 
We can’t stop the disastrous war against Iran or suddenly halt 
climate change. But we can inform ourselves and change people’s 
opinions, which are often held without knowledge of the facts. And 
that can lead both to changes of behaviour to combat global 
warming, and to communal activism to stand against the 
exploitation of the earth and its people by those without empathy 
or conscience. “Store not for yourselves treasures on Earth…”, says 
Jesus, but instead store up treasures in heaven. For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6: 19-21). 
“Treasures in heaven” are eternal spiritual rewards, good works, 
and a right relationship with God. Jesus contrasts these with fragile 
earthly wealth (which decays or gets stolen) by urging people to 
invest their time, resources, and love into activity that secures 
lasting value and aligns one's heart with God. 
 
Rob Mackenzie  (minister, LARCH) 
 
 

OASIS OF PEACE 
Wednesdays 10.15am at LARCH: Leith Walk 
Oasis of Peace is on a break over summer.  It will 
resume again in September. The date will be 
confirmed in church and the weekly news nearer 
the time.  
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Leith and Restalrig Church – Kirk Session 
 
I hope you enjoyed the wonderful summer weather in July, though the 
keen gardeners amongst you may have been lamenting the lack of 
rain.  By now, I am guessing we will be back to our more usual 
weather patterns.  For those of you who managed to get away for a 
few days/weeks, I sincerely hope you had a restful holiday.  Whilst 
this is traditionally a quieter time of year for church business, work 
has continued apace. 
 

Items agreed or discussed at the Session Meeting in June, and in some 
cases, thereafter, include: 
• Advertising for a second Minister – our Interim Moderator, Rev 

Lourens de Jager has been invited to attend the Session Meeting in 
August to oversee discussion and voting on the issue of departing 
from the Church’s practice in relation to human sexuality in order 
for applications to be considered from, amongst others, 
individuals who are in same sex civil partnership or a same sex 
marriage. 

• The Congregational Action Plan is almost complete as part of the 
Vacancy process. 

• Refurbishment of Leith Walk building - the team working on this 
presented a draft Business Plan for this.  A wide range of views 
were expressed.  It was decided to bring this to the second Elders’ 
Conference for further discussion and elders were asked to give 
their individual views/suggestions by the end of June. 

• The Pilrig Street manse has now been sold and proceeds of the 
sale have now been received (minus 15% which goes to the 
General Trustees). 

• The surveys carried out on the roofs of LARCH Restalrig, LARCH 
Leith Walk and McLaren Halls highlighted repairs totalling 
£38,000 and will be carried out in due course. 

• A contractor was appointed to redecorate all three halls, the 
toilets and the entrance hallway at McLaren Halls.  This work is 
due to start on 1 September and will last around three weeks. 
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• Fire risk assessments were carried out in all LARCH church 
buildings and halls and updated guidance will be issued regarding 
evacuation procedures in due course. 

• Not long after the Session Meeting we were informed of a major 
roof fire at St Margaret Apartments.  Whilst neither the old office 
nor the flat we rent out was directly affected, we cannot access 
either property until the roof has been made safe. 

• Leith St Andrew’s Trust has applied for funding in order to 
purchase the Leith St Andrew’s building and should hear by 
November if they are successful. 

• It was reported that the response to the Personal Information 
Update appeal had been disappointing overall with barely a 
quarter of the forms returned.  It was agreed to take this matter to 
the Pastoral Care Team to decide next steps.  Please see the article 
in this magazine regarding this and make every effort to complete 
and return a form, even if you think we already have all your 
details or if your if your details have never changed. 

• The Ministry Team are intending to organise an Arts Festival for 
September with follow-up events in October and November.  The 
theme is to be ‘Community and the Environment’ and would 
include visual arts, drama, music, film, poetry and dance.  The 
festival would be aimed at different age groups and people would 
be encouraged to use their different skills and talents.  Look out 
for more details in the weeks to come. 

• The monthly services held on Wednesday evenings at Leith Walk 
have evolved into more of a drop-in session where people can 
chat, enjoy a cuppa or simply sit in silence.  There is also a short 
activity/worship station each month for those seeking something 
more.  Everyone is warmly welcomed to attend. 

• The second Elders’ Conference was held in early June.  Please see 
the article about this on page 14. 
 

With every blessing 
 

Stuart Lithgow, Session Clerk 
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Update of Personal Details – PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN 
 
A few months ago, all members were sent a request (either by 
email or post) to complete, as fully as possible, a form to confirm 
or update their personal details and to return it to the church.  The 
response so far has been disappointing, with barely a quarter of 
forms being returned. 
 
We have included a further copy with this magazine, on page 23.  If 
you have not already done so, please complete and return this 
form as soon as possible, even if you think we have all your 
details, or if your details have not changed.  If you would prefer 
to do this by email, please contact Angie at mail@larch.org.uk .  
Alternatively, you may wish to contact Angie on 0131 554 7400 
and she can record your details over the phone. 
 
Please be assured that all personal information will be processed 
and stored in accordance with our Data Protection Policy. 
 
If we do not receive your form by the end of September, we may 
have to phone you.  Ideally, we would prefer not to cold call 
members but we may have no other option.  If you receive a phone 
call, it will be from one of the members of the Pastoral Care Team: 
Mary Coats, Val McIntosh, Catriona Blackwood, Lisa Innes, Joan 
Scott, Rob Mackenzie, Douglas Paterson or Stuart Lithgow.  We will 
introduce ourselves and address you by your surname to begin 
with. 
 
Those members for whom we have no telephone contact details 
will receive a further letter by post.  Sadly, a nil return may 
indicate that you are no longer interested in continuing to be a 
member of Leith and Restalrig Church. 
 

mailto:mail@larch.org.uk
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It is vital that you always inform us of any changes of personal 
details so that we can keep in contact. 
 
It is also important to let your next of kin know to contact us 
should you request or require pastoral care but are unable to 
do so yourself. 
 
Stuart Lithgow 
Session Clerk 
 
 
 
Urgent – Care Van Driver needed.  Sandra Nicol will be happy to 
provide more information to anyone who can help, or see our 
website. 
 
Defibrillator (Defib) and CPR Training Opportunity St John 
Ambulance is offering Defib and CPR training Tuesday4th  August 
6.30-7.30 and 7.30-8.30pm (See website or sign up sheet on 
Noticeboard in McLaren Halls). 
 
 
PRAYER CORNER Please remember members of the congregation, 
their families and other friends in your prayers.  Names are read 
out at the Services on Sunday and Wednesday.  To include 
someone, please either add the name to the Prayer Book in the 
entrance to LARCH Restalrig building or email Rob: 
AMacKenzie@churchofscotland.org.uk 
 
 
Children & Families - Our website has up to date information or 
contact the church office. 
 

mailto:AMacKenzie@churchofscotland.org.uk
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Could you spare a few hours a week to 
make a real difference in Leith? 
At Edinburgh Northeast Foodbank, we 

believe that good food should be accessible to all and that food 
poverty is an injustice. Working in partnership with four Church 
of Scotland congregations and Trussell, we provide emergency 
food and compassionate support to local people in crisis. 
  
We’re looking for people who: 

• Are reliable and enthusiastic 
• Enjoy building positive relationships 
• Can commit a few hours each week 
• Want to make a practical difference in their community 

Volunteer Roles Available: 
1.     Foodbank Centre Volunteers (Monday–Friday) 
         Help welcome guests and distribute food parcels. 
 2.   Warehouse Volunteers (Monday, Wednesday & Friday) 
Help prepare and pack food parcels. Please note: this role 
involves moving and lifting crates and requires a reasonable 
level of fitness. 
Full training provided. No previous experience needed, just 
a willingness to help. 
Interested? 
  
Email: katiea@edinburghne.foodbank.org.uk 
Phone: 0131 553 5694  // 07469643621 
 
 
 
 

mailto:katiea@edinburghne.foodbank.org.uk
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Little Larch Nursery 
We are delighted to advise that the Nursery has been selected as a 
finalist in the Nurture and Wellbeing Trailblazer Award category 
from Early Years Scotland. 
This award "honours low cost, creative and responsive approaches 
that enhance children’s wellbeing, inclusion or participation" 
and  "recognises nurseries who have made a real difference to 
children by enriching their everyday experiences". 
This is a significant achievement and a testament to the hard work 
by Louise Kelly and her staff team and volunteers over the last 
year.  
  
Christine Peace 
 

 
 

THANK YOU  
 
 
 

Thank you very much for the lovely flowers I received yesterday. It 
was so unexpected but much appreciated.  Margaret Burns 
 
I would just like to say thank you for the many cards I received for 
my 80th birthday and the lovely flowers from the church service. 
Special thanks for your version of Happy Birthday.  Catherine and I 
would also like to thank you for your weekly prayers for us which 
are so much appreciated.  God Bless you, Eric 

 
Yvonne Rafferty was delighted to receive the church flowers from 
Lisa.  She can't get to church now and it was interesting to hear how 
we are getting on. 
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Thank you for the beautiful bunch of yellow roses I received last 
Sunday.  They were very much appreciated.                   Pat Murray 
(This just missed the last magazine.  CB) 
 
Thank you for the lovely yellow roses I received last Sunday, 12th 
July and for thinking of me.    Nancy Fleming 
 
I would like to thank everyone for their love and support over the 
last few months, especially over the last few weeks.  As I said before, 
the number of cards, messages and kind words I’ve received since 

losing Sandra have been overwhelming and it is a 
measure of this Church Family’s fellowship, care and 
love. Thank you all so very much.  Thanks to 
everyone who attended Thursday’s Celebration 

Service for Sandra and at the Halls afterwards. Thanks to all those 
who helped in any way to make it such a special day for myself and 
the family.  Sandra would have loved it!   
From Kenny McKenzie’s item at the start of the Service on 19th July. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Details of Wednesday evening Open Doorway are on the back 
cover. 

The Thursday Open Doorway sessions will be 
increased to every week from the beginning of 

September. 
10.30am -12 noon.   All welcome 

 
Come in for a look round  
Sit quietly in the Sanctuary 
Chat  
Have a cuppa 
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Second Elders’ Conference 
 
This was held on Saturday 6 June.  Our OLM, Nikki Kirkland, briefly 
outlined the purpose of the conference.  She read the story of ‘The 
Good Samaritan’ and asked people to focus on how three key figures 
felt: the priest, the Levite and the innkeeper.  How do we respond, and 
why, when we encounter people in need?  How do we harbour 
prejudice as a church?  Responses included: 
 
• Uncertainty – is the person genuine?  How will they respond when 

offered help?  Are we doing the right thing? 
• Fear – for safety 
• Importance of acknowledging the person even if we cannot 

provide what they ask for. 
 
There was a brief review of some of the key points from the last 
conference where it was agreed the theme of loneliness was a key 
issue facing our community.  Some further responses included: 
 
• People living near the LW building are interested in what is to 

happen to it. 
• We need to encourage all members of LARCH to be mindful of the 

Leith Walk building. 
• We need to expand on existing groups and activities e.g. Foodbank, 

Open Doorway and get more volunteers. 
 
The responses from the congregation on what we can do to address 
loneliness within our community, both as a church and individually, 
were discussed.  There was a clear difference between what members 
thought the church should be doing compared with what people 
could do individually.  It was important to acknowledge and address 
this disconnect.  The responses as individuals were, by and large, 
focused internally within the church itself.  Many of the responses 
involved keeping in regular touch with members. 
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Dreaming Big 
Elders were then asked to go beyond what is realistically possible, 
ignoring any concerns regarding finance, personnel, church law, 
planning rules, etc. 
 
Ideas included: 
• A complete change in society mindset to ensure that everyone was 

valued and had all the things required to enjoy a happy and 
fulfilling life. 

• LARCH would have buildings, both current and future (such as 
smaller hubs) which were fit for purpose to serve the needs of the 
parish. 

 
Redevelopment of Leith Walk building (LW) 
• There are currently lots of things happening at Restalrig. 
• LW – some things are happening, such as Foodbank, Open 

Doorway, hall rentals but lots more could be happening. 
• Our 2nd minister will be focused on LW. 
• There will be money from the sale of the Pilrig Manse and Leith St 

Andrew’s. 
• How can we make it better and more fit for the needs of our 

community? 
• Sanctuary – people who come in are impressed with the building.  

How do we reach out to many more?  There are three options: 
o Keep things as they are.  The 2nd minister works round 

what we have at present. 
o Wait and see how things develop then perhaps redevelop.  

However, there is concern that any possible redevelopment 
will be too late, as any future Presbytery plans may then 
not see a use for the building. 

o Reimagine the building and make it fit for the 21st Century.  
The aim is to develop a vibrant Christian community, not 
just a building. 

• A Development Team was established to look at this.  With help 
from Community Enterprise, a feasibility study and business plan 
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had been drafted and circulated.  Four ‘packages of work’ 
(covering different parts of the building) have been set out, 
depending on available finance among other factors. 

 
A variety of points and concerns were expressed: 
• The need for a clear vision of what we want to do with it. 
• At present, there are many barriers for people coming in, both 

physical and psychological.  Many people find traditional church 
buildings intimidating or completely unfamiliar. 

• As part of the Presbytery plan, all churches must focus more on 
mission.  Our Basis of Team Ministry sets out clearly that the 2nd 
minister will be focusing on developing mission at LW and it is 
important that we provide a space which helps to overcome these 
barriers. 

• The number of volunteers required.  At present, many members 
feel disconnected with what’s happening.  There is a need to build 
human connections from which more volunteers will follow as 
members become more invested in what is being planned. 

• Looking at the demographics, we need to make LW a focus to 
reach out to a large part of our parish. 

• The team was thanked for all their hard work so far – it is always 
good to have a starting point for future discussions and thinking 
on large projects such as this. 

 
We then had a talk from Kavi (a friend of Nikki’s) who is based at 
Central Church and works with refugees.  Some points raised 
included: 
 
• This involves a ‘ministry of presence’ which focuses on loving 

people well through being present and consistent in people’s lives. 
• They help to make daily life easier.  One example is an English 

conversation cafe  to help with day-to-day English.  This is done in 
a church setting but is open to people of all faiths.  Discussions can 
be simple and practical but can lead to deeper conversations on 
beliefs, etc. 
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• It is important to find out who our neighbours are and be there for 
them. 

 
Nikki thanked Kavi for her talk.  Some responses included: 
 
• We need to find ways to link with the community.  Kavi said that 

people want to be asked and to ask questions.  She suggested we 
should start with business owners.  How do they market and link 
with the community.  It was important to get to know people first. 

• Many people are scared to come in.  We need to go out there to 
encourage people in order for them to feel safe to be in our 
building. 

• Carols on the Steps was one example of us being a presence.  We 
should build on that idea. 

 
One Thing 
Nikki suggested we should have at least one thing that we should 
start working on before meeting again in roughly 6 months.  It was 
agreed to aim to have the Open Doorway open weekly*. 
 
 
Some other suggestions/points raised: 
 
• Putting a leaflet together which all members can have.  When they 

visit cafe s and other businesses, they could use these to help 
engage with owners and pass on the leaflet.  This might help those 
members who may be reticent about approaching people. 

• A possible service focusing on Volunteering. 
• If people can’t volunteer themselves, we could encourage 

members to ask relatives, friends and neighbours to do so. 
 

 
Nikki was thanked for organising the conference. 
 
(*THIS WILL START ON SEPTEMBER 3RD 2026) 
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Despite a challenging 
early start due to a 
malfunctioning gazebo, 
and battling very strong 
winds, we raised the 
magnificent total 
of £588 for The 
Ripple.  A huge thank 
you to everyone who 
contributed donations to 
our tombola.  A special 
thank you to all those 
who volunteered  to help 
at the stall  or came along 
to support us on the day.  

Stuart, Session Clerk 

 Irene (left) and Jean 
celebrated different big 
birthdays recently. 
Jean helped Irene cut her 
cake. 

Eric celebrated a big 
birthday at the end of 
May 
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THURSDAY CLUB 
On 28th May the Thursday Club went by train around 10 o'clock to 
visit The Great Tapestry of Scotland in Galashiels.  Everyone was very 
impressed when they saw the tapestries and we had a really 
enjoyable visit. Some of the Craft Group on the trip had a bonus of 
finding a fantastic wool shop beside the museum and some purchases 
were made. I'm assuming we can expect some items for the Christmas 
Fayre.  
My favourite panel was one of a man called Thomas Braidwood who 
opened the first Deaf and Dumb School in the Dumbiedykes area. He 
also instigated the beginnings of sign language. This was especially 
poignant for me as we lived in that area many years ago not knowing 
that in the future my grandson would be deaf and I would have to 
learn sign language.   
Irene Taylor 
 
FLOWER CALENDAR      
 
If you would like to donate church flowers for an anniversary of a 

loved one, a celebration or any other reason, please 
choose your date and put your name on the top line of 
the flower calendar which is in the vestibule of the 
McLaren Halls (notice board opposite the kitchen 
door).  If you are up to arranging them that would be 
great, you don’t have to do big displays, they can be 
put in vases.  

Dates that are popular will have to be shared and weddings take 
priority. 
Donations for the Flower Fund can be put in the box located in the 
Sanctuary vestibule.  If you wish to donate or suggest flowers for 
someone who might appreciate them, please speak with Shona or 
Stuart, or let Angie know in the office or email the Pastoral Care Team 
on pastoralcare.team@larch.org.uk  or Lisa Innes 
(lisa.innes@gmail.com)  
Thank you - The Pastoral Care Team 

mailto:pastoralcare.team@larch.org.uk
https://larch.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b7d7386ebb65cf55ce5556988&id=9a323077b6&e=497588f7dd
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LARCH CHURCH REGISTER  
 
 
 

Deaths 
 
Rev Colin Williamson, retired minister of St Paul's Parish Church. 
Our thoughts and prayers are with his wife Arlene and family at 
this sad time. 
 
Sandra Mack, on 30th June 2026.  Our thoughts and prayers are 
with Kenny and her family at this sad time. 
 
Frances Collins of Donaldson Court (formerly Leith St Andrew's) 
passed away earlier this year.  She is remembered fondly by those 
who knew her. 
 
 

 
Contacting the Property Team 
 
There are various ways you can report maintenance issues: 
Phone Angie at the office on 554 7400 (Mondays 8.30-
4.30, Wednesdays and Thursdays 8.30-12.30) 
Email property@larch.org.uk  
Note the issue on the Property Reporting Sheet which is on the 
notice boards at McLaren Halls and at LARCH Leith Walk. 
Thank you for your cooperation. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

mailto:property@larch.org.uk
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EDINBURGH FESTIVAL OF THE SACRED 
ARTS 
  
Now in its 7th year, the Edinburgh Festival of 
the Sacred Arts is an integral part of the 
Fringe. Drawing on the rich Christian 
inheritance in music, visual art, architecture, 

drama, poetry and film, it brings churches, artists, performers and 
musicians together, enabling them to make a significant 
contribution to the cultural life of the City at Festival Time.  
 
Using many of Edinburgh’s finest churches as venues, this annual 
Festival aims to offer residents and visitors an unusual programme 
of recitals, exhibitions, tours, screenings and performances. They 
all draw on this great inheritance, and at the same time enable the 
Sacred Arts to make a significant contribution to the cultural life of 
Edinburgh during its summer festivals. 
 
The 2026 Festival of the Sacred Arts will run from Sunday 
16th August to Saturday 23rd August.  An opening service in St Giles 
Cathedral is followed by a week of recitals, competition finals, 
poetry readings, drama and film screening, and an art exhibition – 
‘Bordering on the Sacred’ – to which artists from all over Scotland 
have contributed. 
 
‘Exploring Sacred Space’ is a series of guided tours, organised in 
conjunction with the National Churches Trust, which offers the 
opportunity to explore some of Edinburgh’s less well known 
architectural glories.  The week ends with the beautiful evening 
service of Orthodox Vespers. 
 
Tickets for all events, many of which can be obtained from the 
Fringe Box Office or Eventbrite through the Festival 
website www.edinburghsacredartsfestival.org/programme 

https://us.list-manage.com/yo3O2oNJbyu?e=497588f7dd&c2id=e70106991fe46bfb0c958690cd52aae3
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LARCH - Personal Information Update Form 
 
Title (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms/other):  
 
First name:  
 
Name you wish to be known by, if different from above:  
 
Surname:  
 
Date of birth (optional):  
 
Address:  
 
 
Post code:  
 
Home phone number:  
Mobile phone number:  
Email address:  
Name of next of kin (first and surname):  
Phone number of next of kin:  
 
As part of our pastoral care responsibilities, we would be delighted 
to keep regular contact, either by phone or a personal visit.  In the 
latter case, we would always phone first to arrange a visit. 
 
Would you like a regular personal visit (at least twice a year)? 
(State Yes or No):  
 
Would you prefer regular contact by phone (at least twice a 
year)? (State Yes or No): 
 
(You can answer “Yes” to both of these questions.) 
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🌿 OPEN DOORWAY @ LARCH Leith Walk 

Pause. Breathe. Drop in. 

Looking for a calm space in the middle of your week? 

Come by Leith & Restalrig Church (LARCH) Leith Walk for a relaxed, 

welcoming evening. 

✨ What to expect 
Your time, your way: 

• Chat with someone friendly 

• Ask questions or explore faith 

• Sit quietly and reset 

• Take a moment to pray or reflect 

• Grab a free tea or coffee 

No pressure. No expectations. Just space to be. 

📍 When & Where 

Last Wednesday of every month 

 7:00pm – 8:30pm 

     LARCH, Leith Walk, 1B Pilrig St, Edinburgh EH6 5AH 

   Why come? 

Whether you're curious, need a breather, or just fancy a warm drink and 

good company — you're welcome here. 

  Find out more. larch.org.uk. (Scottish Charity No. SC012680) 

 


